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2024 Jewish Federation of Central Alabama Annual Report 

Executive Director Report

The past year has continued to be challenging for Jews. We are still devastated by the October 7th attacks and confronting antisemitism. 

At the Jewish Federation of Central Alabama we have responded to these times by being an unabashed champion of Jewish life locally and abroad. 

We have a very dedicated board, with strong leadership that has consistently worked hard with high standards to carry out JFCA’s mission. 

We are always looking at ways to enhance our operations. One such example is that we recently launched a new website that is more user-friendly and will be a hub for our community to access information and resources. 

Among many accomplishments and needs this year, we have: 

· Provided camp scholarships for local Jewish youth to build even greater Jewish identity and community.
· Sent aid to Israel to assist with housing, mental health, transportation, medical, food and other needs for those impacted by October 7th.
· Supported safe, welcoming college campus life through Hillel for Jewish college students at Auburn and Alabama.
· Led numerous community events including Chanukah, Israel Independence Day, Sukkot, and an October 7th commemoration, and more. 
· Conducted a Holocaust essay contest for local students of all backgrounds to learn this essential history.
· Facilitated security efforts for our community to worship and gather safely.
· And much more. 

If our community continues to invest in our future, JFCA will be able to continue supporting such vital needs and events.

Financial Report  

JFCA is responsible for being trusted stewards of donor funds. We maintain excellent management of these funds through a robust commitment to our mission to support Jewish life and needs locally and abroad. Our diligent staff and stellar 
board have raised funds, supported important Jewish causes through allocations, and conduct year-round programming.  

Our Federation has raised about $100K for needs in Israel since October 7th of last year. This aid has assisted with housing, mental health, transportation, medical, food and other needs for those impacted by the terrorist attacks. 

This year we have distributed $54K in allocations: $20K to JFNA which goes to Jewish needs oversees, $48K to local and regional organizations such Hillel on college campuses, the Alabama Holocaust Commission, etc., and the rest in designated allocations in which donors identified specific organizations to give to.

Earlier this month our board passed a budget for 2025. This budget reflects the financials realities of Federation: while we have money to operate, lead programs, and support Jewish community and needs locally and abroad, our donor base is much smaller due to demographic changes. We will continue to be responsible stewards of the funds that we do have and will look to those still in the community to step up their giving. We want to remain a strong philanthropic force. But it is necessary for our community to be even more generous in giving. 

Programs Report  

Once again, JFCA has had a very busy and successful year of events. 

In January we marched in the MLK Parade to show Jewish solidarity and maintain our annual presence at this important city event. 

In February we held an annual campaign event with a wonderful presentation of “Corresponding Angles” at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival. We were fortunate to have the son of a Holocaust survivor and the daughter of a concentration camp liberator come to Montgomery to share their intertwined story. It was a deeply moving reflection on Holocaust history and the ways to fight antisemitism today.

In April, we participated in the annual Yom HaShoah Holocaust remembrance event at the Capitol. We presented three local high school students with awards for their submissions in JFCA’s Holocaust essay contest. 

In May we led a meaningful Israel Independence Day event in which the Israeli Consul General for the Southeast, as well as a IDF pilot stationed as Maxwell attended and shared reflections. We will continue this essential event each year. 



In October we partnered with both congregations in Montgomery for a commemorative service marking the first anniversary of the October 7th attacks.

Later in October we again partnered with both congregations to host a fun Sukkot event here which was enjoyed by many of all ages.

In November we held a parlor meeting to help with our fundraising efforts. This event resulted from feedback from many supporters who had fond memories of parlor meeting and found them to be an effective way to raise funds. 

Lastly, in December there will be several Chanukah events to bring our community together. 
 
Social Welfare Report

JFCA continues to offer social services for needs within our mission.

We distributed scholarships to all of the families in our community who requested support to help send their children to Jewish summer camp. We feel strongly that we must continue to promote this life-changing experience for youth. As the cost of camp increases, we will increase the amount we give in camp scholarships to further encourage this impactful opportunity to build Jewish identity and community. 

Additionally, we have continued to offer the Shalom Shuttle program for individuals who need rides to doctor appointments, religious services, programs, and more. We offer this service for free of charge so that all who need it can access it. 

Lastly, we assisted a community member facing financial and medical hardship.
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